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picks, his letters have an air of familiar elegance, and his
whole conduct is that of a man who has to do with men,
and who is not ignorant what motives will prevail over
friends or enemies.

In 1740, the old king fell sick, and spoke and acted in
his illness with his usual turbulence and roughness, re-
proaching his physicians, in the grossest terms, with their
unskilfulness and impotence, and imputing to their igno-
rance or wickedness the pain which their prescriptions
failed to relieve. These insults they bore with the sub-
mission which is commonly paid to despotick monarchs;
till at last the celebrated Hoffman was consulted, who
failing, like the rest, to give ease to his majesty, was, like
the rest, treated with injurious language. Hoffman, con-
scious of his own merit, replied, that he could not bear re-
proaches which he did not deserve; that he had tried all
the remedies that art could supply, or nature could admit;
that be was, indeed, a professor by his majesty's bounty;
but that, if his abilities or integrity were doubted, he was
willing to leave, not only the university, but the kingdom;
and that he could not be driven into any place where the
name of Hoffman would want respect. The king, how-
ever unaccustomed to such returns, was struck with con-
viction of his own indecency, told Hoffman, that he had
spoken well, and requested him to continue his attendance.

The king, finding his distemper gaining upon his strength,
grew at last sensible that his end was approaching, and,
ordering the prince to be called to his bed, laid several in-
junctions upon him, of which one was to perpetuate the
tall regiment by continual recruits, and another, to receive
his espoused wife. The prince gave him a respectful an-
swer, but wisely avoided to diminish his own right or power
by an absolute promise; and the king died uncertain of
the fate of the tall regiment.

The young king began his reign with great expectations,
which he has yet surpassed. His father's faults produced
many advantages to the first years of his reign. He had
an army of seventy thousand men well disciplined, without